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Subj ect: PRESOLO WRI TTEN TEST

1. PURPOSE. To provide guidance to flight instructors in
developing a witten test to admnister to student pilots prior
to solo flight.

2. REFERENCES. Federal Aviation Regulation (FAR) Part 61 and
Advi sory Circul ar AC 60-14, Aviation Instructor's Handbook

3. BACKGROUND. A revision of FAR Section 61.87(b) becones

ef fective August 31, 1989. This revision requires the

sati sfactory conpletion of a witten test by student pilots prior
to solo flight. The flight instructor who endorses the student
pilot certificate for solo flight is required to adm ni ster and
grade the witten test prior to certificate endorsenent.

4. DI SCUSSI ON. FAR Section 61.87(b) states that the presolo
witten test nust include questions applicable to FAR Parts 61
and 91 and on the flight characteristics and operationa
l[imtations of the nake and nodel aircraft to be flown. The
regul ation allows the flight instructor the flexibility to
develop a presolo witten test which not only eval uates the
student's know edge on general operating rules, but on the
specific environnent in which the student will be operating on
the particul ar make and nodel of aircraft to be flown.

Prior to developing a presolo witten test a flight instructor
shoul d review chapter VIl of AC 61-14 which discusses the
devel opnent of written test questions.

The content and nunber of test questions are to be determn ned by
the flight instructor. An adequate sanpling of the genera
operating rules should be included. |In addition, a sufficient
nunber of specific questions should be asked to ensure the
student has the knowl edge to safely operate the aircraft in the
| ocal environnent.

The regul ation requires a presolo witten test for each nmake and
nodel of aircraft to be soloed. Because of the varying
conplexity of aircraft and operating environments, the flight
instructor will have to use good judgnment in devel oping the test.
For instance, a student who woul d be operating froma controlled
airport located near a termnal control area or airport radar
service area shoul d have adequate know edge to operate safely in
the environnent prior to solo. Likew se, a student operating
froma high elevation airport nmight need enphasis placed on the
effects of density altitude. Specific questions should be asked
to fit the situation

In areas where specific know edge is to be tested, it is
suggested that supply-type test questions be used. This type of
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guestion requires the student to supply an answer and permts
themto tell all they know about a subject even though they do
not know the conplete answer. The supply-type question, as
opposed to the selection-type question, will allow the flight
instructor to better evaluate the student's know edge and
under st andi ng.

In preparation for the devel opnment of the witten test, the
flight instructor should review FAR Parts 61 and 91, consider the
aircraft characteristics and operational performance and
limtations, and eval uate the operational environnent to which
the student will be exposed. Once the flight instructor has nade
a determ nation of the know edge needed to operate the aircraft
safely for solo flight, a test should be constructed which wll
measure this know edge.

Since a witten test is required prior to solo flight, the flight
instructors should keep a record of the witten test results for

at least 3 years. This record should include at |east the date,

nanme of the student, and the results of the test.

/'s/ John M Howard
Director, Aviation Standards
National Field Ofice

Page 2 of 2



